
played in this ensemble and always talked
about how great an experience it was. I would
like to have had the opportunity to play in this
ensemble as well.

Max Roach was a great inspiration to me,
other drummers, and all types of musicians
around the world. Max Roach personally
influenced my approach to music. By study-
ing him, I am able to incorporate more ways
of being creative by approaching the drum as
a total instrument versus a time-keeping
entity of the ensemble. Also, because Max
Roach was such a pioneer, he created oppor-
tunities for me to explore the world of music.

Rest in peace, Max.

Jonah David
Jesca Hoop, Matisyahu
It’ s unbelievable to think about the impact
that Max had on the drumming world. How
many hours we’ ve all spent trying to emu-
late this master—and what we’ ve learned in
the process. It is through us that his spirit
will continue to live on. 

Dan Weiss
Dave Binney, Rudresh Mahanthappa, 
Kenny Werner
If you listen to Max Roach’ s solo on the song
“ The Scene Is Clean,”  from At Basin Street,
particularly the four-measure phrase at 4:03,
you can hear the past, present, and most of
all the future of jazz drumming. Just in those
four measures.

Kevin Norton
Anthony Braxton, Fred Frith, 
David Krakauer
Before Max Roach, drum solos were mostly a
“ change of scenery”  before the out-head of
a jazz tune. Roach elevated the drums to an
equal melodic voice with the trumpet (in The
Clifford Brown-Max Roach Quintet), the sax
(on Sonny Rollins’  Freedom Suite), and the
voice (with Abbey Lincoln on “ We Insist!
Freedom Now Suite). Eventually he took the
revolutionary step of playing compositions
that were for the drumset alone: “ Drums
Unlimited”  and “ The Drum Also Waltzes,”
for instance. Expanding on that concept, he
formed M’ Boom, a percussion ensemble that
featured some of the greatest, most creative
improvising multi-percussionists around. As
a composer, forgetting the fact that he was a

drummer, his output was prolific by any-
one’ s standards. And speaking of standards,
“ It’ s Time”  and “ Lonesome Lover”  are des-
tined to be just that.

Jim Keltner
John Lennon, Eric Clapton, 
Bob Dylan, Steely Dan
Listening to recordings with Max Roach play-
ing the drums means you’ re going to be lis-

tening to some mighty good music. The com-
pany he kept was that of the most seriously
dedicated giants of his time. He laid the
foundation for everyone who came after him.
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“ Whether he was playing, or standing up and shouting out loud for
civil rights, Max Roach always spoke his mind.” —Peter Erskine

For additional quotes about Max, 
visit www.moderndrummer.com.


