
Fournier and then go to New York to watch
him play. Sitting in the Village Vanguard was
so much of an education for me. That’ s where
I saw all you guys play.
Eddie: Jo Jones always kept a drumset in his
living room. I went to visit him, grabbed my
brushes, and got on the drums while he was
back in his kitchen. He said, “ I heard you back
there digging those potatoes.”  I had a lot of
work to do. But he didn’ t say nothin’  about
how to do it.
Ben: His comment on someone trying to roll
was, “ You’ re doing dog paws.”  I would be

playing at Minton’ s Playhouse and he would
be at the bar. I would go up afterwards to get
my critique, and he would put a nickel on the
bar, get up, and leave. He said, “ Call me and
I’ ll critique you tomorrow.”

Bass Drum ’ N’  Brushes
MD: How does your bass drum technique
change when you’ re playing brushes?
Charlie: A lot of times when you’ re playing
brushes, you can almost leave the bass drum
out. If the music is soft and light, you really
don’ t need the bass drum. If you’ re dealing

with something that has some intensity to it,
then play the bass drum.
Eddie: You gotta hit the pulse with the 
brushes.
MD: But everyone played the bass drum on the
DVD.
Adam: It depends on the situation too.
Ben: That’ s about balance. It might be loud,
but it will be just enough to make you feel.
Charlie: We learned to play the instrument
from the bottom up.
Ben: It’ s like breathing.
MD: Would you practice the brushes with the
bass drum on all fours?
Charlie: If you start from scratch, practice
without the bass drum. When you get that,
then you can add the bass drum, depending
on the rhythmic situation.
Billy: My favorite rock ’ n’  roll drummer was
Leo Morris [a.k.a. Idris Muhammad]. But a lot of
what he did for me was the way he played the
bolero on the snare drum. He used the bass
drum and he was playing in a big band. But
he wouldn’ t have gotten that sound from
sticks—he used his brushes, with the bass
drum. It cut through the big band.
Steve: To make another point about the bass
drum, I would recommend younger students,
set up the bass drum with the front head on
and with no hole, and take the pillow out and
put some felt strips on it. Learn how to play
the bass drum like that. It doesn’ t mean you
always have to play the bass drum, but at
least learn how to play it that way. You need
to learn how to touch the head and feather the
drum. Also, you’ ll hear a little sustain, which
is good. That will fill out the sound, and you’ ll
develop more control. Just touch it with the
felt beater, nice and soft, and you hear that
warm, sustaining tone that’ s filling up the low
end. Then you can play the kick as loudly as
you want, but at least you have options and
the ability to play quietly as well.
Charlie: Dizzy Gillespie said that if he taught
the drums he wouldn’ t let a student play any-
thing but bass drum for two years. He wanted
them to learn the nuances of playing the bass
drum. If you hear Chick Webb on the re-master
of “ Clap Hands, Here Comes Charlie,”  he’ s
playing a fast tempo and feathering the bass
drum. He gets two sounds. And he didn’ t miss
a beat.
MD: How does the bass drum change when
you’ re playing really fast tempos?
Ben: When it’ s slower, you want that full
feeling. When you’ re playing faster, it’ s still
soft but you keep it going. 
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BRUSH PLAYING

BLACK PANTHER THICK FLAMED MAPLE 14 x 6
the 15-ply extra thick shell features a trditional deep snare bed along with a rounded 
bearing edge that provides increased shell to head contact... the result is warm, dark, 
full-bodied sound with incredibly soft feel... the flamed maple exterior veneer is finished 
in high-gloss, hand applied lacquer which brings out the rich grain of the wood... 

[BPFM4600THT]
SPECIFICATIONS: 12mm shell thickness « Honey 
Maple Burst Finsish « 3.0mm Die Cast Hoops « fully 
adjustable throwoff and butt plate « 20 strand snare

“I’ve played Black Panther snares for nearly a decade. There’s no more  
 versatile snare anywhere at any price.”
Gregg Bissonette «
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BLACKPANTHERSNARES.COM

       


